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Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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Detailed Action 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

1 . This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 

the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stanforth et al. in view of Belcea (cited 6,807,1 65). 

For claim 1 , Stanforth et al. disclose a mobile host for determining a route in a 
mobile ad-hoc network (see fig. 3, mobile ad-hoc network), comprising: a power 
information calculator (see col. 7, lines 51-54, power level is calculated within the mobile 
terminal) for calculating power information (see col. 9, lines 29-31 , wherein the power 
level is the power information) using link transmission power (see col. 9, lines 26-29, 
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wherein link quality, including link transmission power, is calculated), which will enable 
the mobile host to transmit data, and remaining battery power (see col. 9, lines 26-29, 
battery life is calculated); a message generator for generating a message (see col. 8, 
lines 61-63, wherein the terminals exchange messages on a regular basis) for 
determining a host for a requested service (see col. 9, lines 26-28, wherein the optimal 
route, which includes the hosts to be used, is determined based on the service) and 
generating an SQPE (Service Query Power Extension) message (see col. 8, lines 61- 
63, wherein the routing table information is the SQPE message) including the power 
information calculated by the power information calculator (see col. 8, lines 45-60, 
wherein the power information is included in the routing table information); and a radio 
module for converting the generated SQPE message into a radio signal (see col. 6, 
lines 4-10, wherein the network consists of a series of radios which inherently convert 
messages to radio signals). Stanforth et al. fail to disclose broadcasting the radio signal 
to the mobile ad-hoc network. Belcea from the same or similar fields of endeavor teach 
broadcasting the radio signal to the mobile ad-hoc network (see col. 8, lines 57-61 , 
wherein the information about the terminals is broadcasted to the mobile ad-hoc 
network). Thus, it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to incorporate the elements above stated by Belcea in the 
network of Stanforth et al. The method taught by Belcea is modified/implemented into 
the network Stanforth et al. by broadcasting the routing table information to all of the 
terminals in the network. The motivation for broadcasting the radio signal to the mobile 
ad-hoc network is that Stanforth et al. teaches the transmission of the routing table 
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information between each of the terminals, which could be done faster by broadcasting 
the routing table information, and references the application of Belcea as a similar ad- 
hoc network. 

For claim 2, Stanforth et al. disclose a controller for controlling the power 
information calculator, the message generator, and the radio module (see fig. 3, mobile 
terminal 10, which inherently consists of a controller to control the power calculation and 
generation and transmission of radio messages). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 3-6 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

4. Claims 7-21 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. These references include Acampora (cited 6,751,455) and 
Agrawal et al. (cited 6,072,784), which both describe mobile networks determining 
routes on node power levels. 
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6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dargaye H. Churnet whose telephone number is 571- 
270-1417. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-3126. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Dargaye Churnet 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2619 



/CHAU T. NGUYEN/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2619 



